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(57) ABSTRACT

A method of recognizing a location of a user including detect-
ing the user’s two eyes and mouth of their face is provided,
which includes calculating a ratio of a distance between the
two eyes to a distance between a middle point of the two eyes
and the mouth, calculating a rotation angle of the face accord-
ing to the ratio, and detecting a distance between the face and
the camera based on the rotation angle.

12 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets
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FIG. 2
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FIG. 3
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FIG. 5
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
RECOGNIZING LOCATION OF USER

PRIORITY

This application is a Continuation Application of U.S.
application Ser. No. 13/102,485 which filed in the U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office on May 6, 2011 and claims priority
under 35 U.S.C. §119(a) to Korean Patent Application No.
10-2010-0043058, filed on May 7, 2010, in the Korean Intel-
lectual Property Office, the contents of each of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to a method and
apparatus for recognizing a location of a user, and more
particularly, to a method and apparatus for recognizing a
location of a user using a single camera.

2. Description of the Related Art

In order to acquire information about a current location of
a user, camera hardware using a stereo method, a Time of
Flight (TOF) method, or the like is generally used. However,
since such methods require calibration and matching, the
camera hardware using these methods are greatly affected by
illumination. Also, when applied to consumer electronics, the
camera hardware required for these methods hinders their
price competitiveness.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a method and apparatus for
accurately recognizing a location of a user using a single
camera.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is
provided a method of recognizing a location of a user using a
camera, the method including detecting two eyes and a mouth
of'the user’s face; calculating a ratio of a distance between the
two eyes to a distance between a middle point of the two eyes
and the mouth; calculating a rotation angle of the face accord-
ing to the ratio; and detecting a distance between the face and
the camera based on the rotation angle.

The method may further include generating a zoom-in
signal or a zoom-out signal with respect to the face based on
the distance between the face and the camera.

The method may further include a zoom-in signal or a
zoom-out signal with respect to contents displayed on an
image display device connected to the camera based on the
distance between the face and the camera.

The method may further include a signal for changing a
location of an image display device connected to the camera
based on the rotation angle.

The method may further include calculating an angle
between a line connecting the two eyes and a reference line,
wherein, when it is assumed that the user directly faces the
camera, the reference line refers to a line connecting two
virtual eyes.

The method may further include generating a signal for
rotating contents displayed on an image display device con-
nected to the camera based on the angle between the line
connecting the two lines and the reference line.

The method may further include a signal for changing a
location of an image display device connected to the camera
based on the angle between the line connecting the two eyes
and the reference line.
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According to another aspect of the present invention, there
is provided an apparatus for recognizing a location of a user
using a camera, the apparatus including a detecting unit that
detects two eyes and a mouth of the user’s face; and a calcu-
lating unit that calculates a ratio of a distance between the two
eyes to a distance between a middle point of the two eyes and
the mouth, calculates a rotation angle of the face according to
the ratio, and calculates a distance between the face and the
camera based on the rotation angle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other features and advantages of the present
invention will become more apparent from the following
detailed description taken in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an apparatus for recognizing a
location of a user, according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method of recognizing a
location of a user, according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 3 is a view for explaining a ratio of a distance between
two eyes to a distance between a middle point of the two eyes
and mouth, according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate rotation angles of a face according
to embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 6 illustrates a first lookup table according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 illustrates a second lookup table according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 illustrates a third lookup table according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrates a method of recognizing a
location of a user, according to another embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 10 illustrates an angle between a line connecting the
two eyes and a reference line, according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIGS. 11 and 12 illustrate rotations of contents and an
image display device according to an angle between a line
connecting the two eyes and a reference line, according to
embodiments of the present invention; and

FIG. 13 illustrates a rotation of an image display device
according to a rotation angle, according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS
OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

The present invention will now be described more fully
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
embodiments of the invention are shown. Embodiments dis-
closed in the specification and structures shown in the draw-
ings are merely exemplary of the present invention, and it
should be understood that variations capable of substituting
for the embodiment may exist at the time of filing the appli-
cation.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an apparatus 110 for recog-
nizing a location of a user, according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, the apparatus 110 includes a camera
111, adetecting unit 112, a calculating unit 113, a storage unit
114, and a control unit 115. In a hardware configuration, the
detecting unit 112, the calculating unit 113, the storage unit
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114, and the control unit 115 may be included in the camera
111. Also, the apparatus 110 may be embedded in an image
display device 120.

The camera 111 captures an image of the user who is a
subject to be processed, and the detecting unit 112 detects the
two eyes and mouth of the user.

The calculating unit 113 calculates a distance between the
two eyes and a distance between a middle point of the two
eyes and the mouth. Next, the calculating unit 113 calculates
a ratio of the distance between the two eyes to the distance
between the middle point of the two eyes and the mouth,
calculates a rotation angle of a face according to the ratio, and
detects a distance between the face and the camera 111 based
on the rotation angle.

More specifically, the calculating unit 113 calculates a
rotation angle of a face by using a first lookup table in which
a predetermined rotation angle according to a calculated ratio
is stored, calculates a distance between two virtual eyes by
using a second lookup table in which information obtained by
converting the distance between the two eyes into a distance
between two virtual eyes when the user directly faces the
camera 111 is stored, and detects a distance between the face
and the camera 111 by using a third lookup table in which a
real separation distance between the face and the camera 111
according to the distance between the two virtual eyes is
stored.

A distance between two virtual eyes refers to a distance
between two eyes when it is assumed that a user directly faces
the camera 111. Also, the calculating unit 113 calculates an
angle between a line connecting the two eyes and a line
connecting the two virtual eyes when it is assumed that the
user directly faces the camera 111.

The storage unit 114 stores the first lookup table, the sec-
ond lookup table, and the third lookup table.

The control unit 115 generates a zoom-in signal or a zoom-
out signal with respect to the user’s face based on the distance
between the user’s face and the camera 111. Also, the control
unit 115 may generate and transmit a zoom-in signal or a
zoom-out signal with respect to contents displayed on the
image display device 120 or a signal for changing a location
of the image display device 120, based on the distance
between the user’s face and the camera 111. Also, the control
unit 115 generates and transmits a signal for rotating contents
displayed on the image display device 120 or a signal for
changing alocation of the image display device 120, based on
an angle between a line connecting the user’s two eyes and a
reference line.

A detailed explanation of each element will be made with
reference to FIGS. 2 through 13 below.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method of recognizing a
location of a user, according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 2, in step 210, the detecting unit 112
detects the two eyes and mouth of a face of a user who is a
subject to be processed by using the camera 111. The detect-
ing unit 112 may detect the user by performing motion detec-
tion on an image captured by the camera 111 and skin detec-
tion in an area where a motion is detected. After detecting the
user, the detecting unit 112 detects a head, and detects the two
eyes and mouth of the head.

In step 220, the calculating unit 113 calculates a ratio of a
distance between the two eyes to a distance between a middle
point of the two eyes and the mouth. First, the calculating unit
113 calculates a distance between the two eyes and a distance
of'a middle point of the two eyes, that is, the glabella, and the
mouth. Next, the calculating unit 113 calculates a ratio of the
distance between the two eyes to the distance between the
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glabella and the mouth. The ratio is obtained by dividing the
distance between the two eyes by the distance between the
glabella and the mouth. A distance between the glabella and
the mouth when the user lowers his/her head may be less than
a distance between the glabella and the mouth when the user
directly faces the camera 111, and a distance between the two
eyes when the user turns his/her head may be less than a
distance between the two eyes when the user directly faces the
camera 111.

FIG. 3 is a view for explaining a ratio of a distance between
two eyes to a distance between the glabella and mouth,
according to an embodiment of the present invention. Refer-
ring to FIG. 3, an x-axis represents a vertical direction related
to a distance between the glabella and mouth, a y-axis repre-
sents a horizontal direction related to a distance between eyes
on the front of a face, and a z-axis represents a direction in
which the camera 111 is looked at. In FIG. 3, a ratio refers to
a ratio of a distance 301 between two eyes to a distance 302
between the glabella and mouth.

In step 230, the calculating unit 113 calculates a rotation
angle of the face based on the ratio. The calculating unit 113
compares the ratio with a reference ratio to obtain a compari-
son result, and calculates a rotation angle of the face of the
user according to the comparison result. In the present
embodiment, the reference ratio refers to a ratio of a distance
between two real eyes of the average person to a distance
between a middle point of the two eyes and mouth. In general,
a distance between the two eyes of a person is 6 to 7 cm, and
a ratio of the distance between the two eyes to a distance
between the glabella and mouth is constantly 0.88. Although
there are differences in the ratio, it is assumed in the present
embodiment that the ratio is fixed at 0.88. While the ratio may
vary according to the user or manufacturer, the ratio is a fixed
value when compared with other ratios. Further, the calculat-
ing unit 113 calculates a ratio of a distance between the two
eyes to a distance between the glabella and mouth, and cal-
culates a rotation angle by referring to a first lookup table
about a rotation angle according to a ratio, which is stored in
the storage unit 114.

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrates rotation angles of a face according
to embodiments of the present invention. FIG. 6 is a view
illustrating a first lookup table showing a ratio and a rotation
angle according to the ratio, according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates a case where a user turns his/her head
from a camera 401. A distance between the two eyes mea-
sured by the camera 401 when the user turns his/her head
from the camera 401 is less than a distance between the two
eyes measured by the camera 401 when the user directly faces
the camera 401, and a distance between the glabella and
mouth when the user turns his/her head from the camera 401
is not different from a distance between the glabella and
mouth when the user directly faces the camera 401. Accord-
ingly, a calculated ratio is lower than a reference ratio (for
example, 0.88). Referring to F1G. 6, ratios are 0.42, 0.60, and
076, and rotation angles o are 45°, 30°, and 10°, respectively.
Whether the user turns his/her head to the right or to the left,
a rotation angle is a positive value.

FIG. 5 illustrates a case where a user lowers his/her head
from a camera 501. A distance between the two eyes mea-
sured by the camera 501 when the user lowers his/her head is
not different from a distance between the two eyes measured
by the camera 501 when the user directly faces the camera
501. A distance between the glabella and mouth when the user
lowers his/her head is less than a distance between the gla-
bella and mouth when the user directly faces the camera 501.
Accordingly, a calculated ratio is greater than a reference
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ratio (for example, 0.88). Referring to FIG. 6, ratios are 0.90,
1.00, and 1.20, and rotation angles § are —10°, -30°, and
-45°, respectively. Whether the user lowers or raises his/her
head, a rotation angle is a negative value. Examples of posi-
tive and negative values of a rotation angle are shown in FIGS.
4 and 5, but may be arbitrarily set by a manufacturer.

In step 240, the calculating unit 113 detects a distance
between the face and the camera 111 based on the rotation
angle. The calculating unit 113 calculates a distance between
two virtual eyes when it is assumed that the user directly faces
the camera 111 by using a distance between two calculated
real eyes, a calculated rotation angle, and a second lookup
table stored in the storage unit 114. The second lookup table
shows information obtained by converting a distance between
the two eyes into a distance between two virtual eyes when the
user directly faces the camera based on the calculated rotation
angle. Next, the calculating unit 113 detects a distance
between the face and the camera 111 using the distance
between the two virtual eyes and a third lookup table. The
third lookup table shows a real separation distance between
the face and the camera 111 according to the distance between
the two virtual eyes.

FIGS. 7 and 8 illustrate a second lookup table and a third
lookup table, respectively, according to an embodiment of the
present invention. For example, when it is assumed that a ratio
measured when a user turns his/her head as shown in FIG. 4
is 0.42, a rotation angle o is calculated by using the first
lookup table to be 45°, and when a distance between two
measured real eyes is 4.5 cm, a distance between two virtual
eyes is calculated by using the second lookup table to be 6 cm,
and a distance between a real person and the camera 111 is
detected by using the third lookup table to be 1 m. When it is
assumed that a ratio measured when a user lowers his/her
head is calculated to be 1.00 as shown in FIG. 5, a rotation
angle f} is calculated by using the first lookup table to be —30°,
when a distance between two measured real eyes is 4.5 cm, a
distance between two virtual eyes is calculated by using the
second lookup table to be 4.5 cm, and a distance between a
real person and the camera 111 is detected by using the third
lookup table to be 2 m. Although examples of the first through
third lookup tables are shown in FIGS. 6 through 8, values of
the lookup tables may be determined experimentally.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a method of recognizing a
location of a user, according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 9, steps 910 through 940 are similar to
steps 210 through 240 of FIG. 2, and thus, an explanation
thereof will not be given.

In step 950, the control unit 115 generates a zoom-in signal
or a zoom-out signal with respect to contents displayed on the
image display device 120 based on the distance between the
user’s face and the camera 111. The control unit 115 gener-
ates the zoom-in signal or the zoom-out signal with respect to
the contents so as to provide the contents with an optimal size
to a viewer of the image display device 120 and transmits the
zoom-in signal or the zoom-out signal to the image display
device 120, according to the distance between the user’s face
and the camera 111. Next, the image display device 120
zooms in or out from the contents according to the zoom-in
signal or the zoom-out signal which the image display device
120 receives. Also, the control unit 115 may generate a zoom-
in signal or a zoom-out signal with respect to the user’s face
and zoom in or out from the camera 111, based on the distance
between the face and the camera 111.

In step 960, the control unit 115 generates a signal for
changing a location of the image display device 120 con-
nected to the camera 111 based on the rotation angle calcu-
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lated in operation 930. If the user of the image display device
120 turns his/her head, the control unit 115 may rotate the
image display device 120 by generating a signal for laterally
rotating the image display device 120 based on the rotation
angle. Next, the image display device 120 is rotated based on
the signal, which the image display device 120 receives.

FIG. 13 illustrates a rotation of an image display device
1320 according to a rotation angle of a face of a viewer 1350,
according to an embodiment of the present invention. Refer-
ring to FIG. 13, the size of contents may be adaptively
changed by a zoom-in signal or a zoom-out signal according
to a distance between the face of the viewer 1350 and a single
camera 1330. Also, referring to FIG. 13, a location of the
image display device 1320 is changed from a location of an
original image display device 1310 in such a manner that the
image display device 1320 is moved forward by a predeter-
mined angle, according to a rotation angle c or § of the face
of the viewer 1350.

In step 970, the calculating unit 113 calculates an angle
between a line connecting the two eyes and a reference line.
The reference line refers to a line connecting two virtual eyes
when it is assumed that the user directly faces the camera 111.
That is, if the user lowers only his/her head, since the user still
directly faces the camera 111, the rotation angle o or {3 is not
changed. Accordingly, the ratio is constant.

FIG. 10 illustrates an angle between a line connecting the
two eyes 1001 and a reference line 1030, according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 10, the calculating unit 113 calculates an
angle y between a line 1010 connecting the two eyes 1001 and
the reference line 1030.

In step 980, the control unit 115 generates a signal for
changing a location of the image display device 120 or a
signal for rotating contents displayed on the image display
device 120 based on an angle between a line connecting the
two eyes and a reference line. Next, the control unit 115
transmits the generated signal to the image display device 120
or a device for controlling a location of the display device
120.

FIGS. 11 and 12 illustrate rotations of contents and the
image display device 120 according to an angle between a
line connecting the two eyes and a reference line, according to
embodiments of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 11, when a viewer 1110 of an image
display device 1120 lies flat to view contents 1140, an angle
y between a line connecting the two eyes and a reference line
is about 90°, and a control unit generates a signal for rotating
the contents 1140 by about 90°. In FIG. 12, a signal for
rotating an image display device 1220, that is, hardware itself,
by about 90° is generated. Also, in FIG. 11, the size of the
contents 1140 is reduced by a zoom-out signal according to a
distance between a face of the viewer 1110 and a single
camera 1130.

According to the one or more embodiments of the present
invention, even when a face rotates, since a separation dis-
tance between a camera and a user may be accurately calcu-
lated using a single camera unlike in a stereo method requir-
ing two or more cameras, costs may be reduced and
calibration may not be necessary.

According to the one or more embodiments of the present
invention, an interaction effect with contents may be obtained
through a camera embedded in an image display device. For
example, interactions with a user, such as a rotation of hard-
ware, a link dueto a lateral movement of contents, a change in
the size of contents due to zoom-in or out of the contents, is
achieved.
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Also, a tracking system may be realized by estimating a
location of a user in an image entering from a surveillance
video system and operating a Pan Tilt Zoom (PTZ) camera to
directly zoom in and out.

The present invention may be embodied as computer-read-
able codes in a computer-readable recording medium. The
computer-readable recording medium may be any recording
apparatus capable of storing data that is read by a computer
system. Examples of the computer-readable recording
medium include Read-Only Memories (ROMs), Random-
Access Memories (RAMs), CD-ROMs, magnetic tapes,
floppy disks, and optical data storage devices. The computer-
readable recording medium may be a transitory or a non-
transitory carrier wave that transmits data via the Internet, for
example. The computer-readable recording medium may be
distributed among computer systems that are interconnected
through a network, and the present invention may be stored
and implemented as computer-readable codes in the distrib-
uted system. Functional programs, codes, and code segments
embodying the present invention may be easily derived by
programmers in the technical field to which the present inven-
tion pertains.

The embodiments of the present invention have been par-
ticularly shown and described. The image sensors according
to the embodiments may be applied to, for example, a light-
sensitive touch panel, a digital camera, a camcorder, a mobile
phone, and a portable electronic device. However, it will be
understood by one of ordinary skill in the art that the embodi-
ments should be considered in a descriptive sense only and
not for purposes of limitation, and various changes in form
and details may be made therein without departing from the
spirit and scope of the one or more embodiments of the
present invention as defined by the following claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A method of displaying content, the method comprising:
detecting, by a detecting unit, two eyes and a reference part
of a user’s face;
determining positions of the two eyes and the reference
part;
calculating a first distance between the two eyes and a
second distance from the reference part to aline between
the two eyes, based on the positions of the two eyes and
the reference part;
obtaining a rotation angle of the face based on a ratio of the
first distance to the second distance; and
adjusting a position of the content displayed on an image
display device based on the rotation angle of the face.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the reference part is a
mouth of the user’s face,
the second distance is a distance between a middle point of
the two eyes and the mouth, and
obtaining the rotation angle comprises:
calculating the ratio of the first distance to the second
distance,
comparing the ratio with a reference ratio to obtain a
comparison result, and
calculating the rotation angle of the face according to the
comparison result,
wherein the reference ratio refers to a fixed ratio of a
distance between the two eyes to the distance between
the middle point of the two eyes and the mouth.
3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
detecting a distance between the face and a camera based
on the rotation angle.
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4. The method of claim 3, further comprising adaptively
changing a size of the content displayed on an image display
device connected to the camera based on the distance between
the face and the camera.

5. The method of claim 3, further comprising:

calculating, when it is assumed that the user directly faces
the camera, a distance between two virtual eyes based on
the rotation angle; and

detecting the distance between the face and the camera
based on the distance between the two virtual eyes.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein obtaining the rotation

angle comprises:

calculating an angle between a line connecting the two eyes
and a reference line,

wherein, when it is assumed that the user directly faces a
camera, the reference line is a line connecting two vir-
tual eyes.

7. An apparatus for displaying content, the apparatus com-

prising:

a detecting unit configured to detect two eyes and a refer-
ence part of a user’s face;

a calculating unit configured to determine positions of the
two eyes and the reference part, calculate a first distance
between the two eyes and a second distance from the
reference part to a line between the two eyes, based on
the positions of the two eyes and the reference part, and
obtain a rotation angle of the face based on the ratio of
the first distance to the second distance; and

a control unit configured to adjust a position of the content
displayed on an image display device based on the rota-
tion angle of the face.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the reference part is a

mouth of the user’s face,
the second distance is a distance between a middle point of
the two eyes and the mouth,
the calculating unit is further configured
to calculate the ratio of the first distance the second
distance,

to compare the ratio with a reference ratio to obtain a
comparison result, and

to calculate the rotation angle of the face of the user
according to the comparison result,

wherein the reference ratio refers to a fixed ratio of a
distance between the two eyes to the distance between
the middle point of the two eyes and the mouth.

9. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the calculating unit is
further configured to detect a distance between the face and
the camera based on the rotation angle.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the control unit is
further configured to change a size of the content displayed on
an image display device connected to the camera based on the
distance between the face and the camera.

11. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the calculating unit
is further configured to calculate, when it is assumed that the
user directly faces the camera, a distance between two virtual
eyes based on the rotation angle, and to detect the distance
between the face and the camera based on the distance
between the two virtual eyes.

12. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the calculating unit
is further configured to calculate an angle between a line
connecting the two eyes and a reference line,

wherein, when it is assumed that the user directly faces the
camera, the reference line is a line connecting two vir-
tual eyes.



